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Abstract

American college education is very much wanted but also very expensive to Vietnamese students. Increasingly, Vietnamese and American universities are forming alliances in which academic credits can be transferred from Vietnamese to American universities or in which American degrees are granted to students who study for an entire degree program in Vietnam. Both allied universities usually formalize their working relationships by signing one or more agreements such as general memorandum of understanding, articulation agreement, curricular consulting agreement and joint statement. This presentation will explain the difficulty in transferring credits to American universities, American rules that govern transfer of credits, and the various types of agreement underlying the joint programs.      

I. Main Reason for Forming Academic Alliances
American college education is a dream of many but very expensive to an average Vietnamese family. It would be much cheaper if students could attend Vietnamese universities for a few years and transfer Vietnamese-earned credits to American universities. However, American and Vietnamese universities are dissimilar in many regards and it is extremely difficult for students to take on this challenge individually. They usually run into a barrage of complicated and time-consuming procedures and usually abandon this endeavor. The complications are usually caused by numerous differences such as: 

	No
	Difference
	American
	Vietnamese

	1
	Grading Scale
	Letters
	Numerical values

	2
	Syllabus
	Detailed 
	Sketchy

	3
	Textbook content
	Rich
	Sketchy

	4
	Instructional Env.
	Fully equipped
	Much less equipped

	5
	Class participation
	Active
	Passive

	6
	Grading Criteria
	Multiple
	Exams-based


It is easier, but costlier, for Vietnamese students to restudy all subjects at an American university in English rather than to go through lengthy and complicated procedures to transfer credits earned from Vietnamese universities.
To make American education more affordable to Vietnamese students, academic alliances are formed so that more credits are taught inexpensively by Vietnamese universities and can be transferred to American universities. 
II. American Rules on Transfer of Credits
The rules that govern the transfer and award of credits are succinctly defined in the joint statement published by AACRAO, American Council on Education, and Council for Higher Education Accreditation.  According to the joint statement, transfer of credits from the Vietnamese university to the American university involves at least three considerations:

1. Degree-granting Vietnamese universities authorized by the Ministry of Education and Training,
2. Comparability of the nature, content, and level of the learning experience to that offered by the receiving institution; and
3. Appropriateness and applicability of the learning experience to the programs offered by the Vietnamese university, in light of the student's educational goals.
Within the past ten years, more and more American universities enter the Vietnam higher education market by collaborating with Vietnamese universities to establish joint programs in which a substantial number of credits are taught by the Vietnamese university and recognized as transfer credits by the partner American university. In these joint programs, curriculum, syllabi, faculty credentials and instructional environment are equivalent to those in the U.S.; therefore, the American partner university can simply accept these transfer credits without making the students to go through a barrage of complicated time-consuming procedures. 
III. Types of Agreement
To assure that credits taught by the Vietnamese partner university can be simply accepted by the American university, the two universities must formulate and sign one or more of the following agreements: 
1.  General Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is considered a “handshake” or “get-to-know-each-other” agreement in which resources are usually not committed. The two universities introduce each other and identify common areas of interest for future discussions and developments. American universities usually feel free to sign this type of agreement when their leaders travel abroad. American accreditation bodies that accredit the signing American universities usually ignore this type of agreement. The vast majorities of these agreements are usually forgotten by both signatory universities and shredded at their expiration dates.
2. Articulation Agreement is a serious type of agreement that usually deals with transfer of credits and/or award of degrees on the part of the American university.  It covers in detail roles and financial and academic responsibilities of each party such as who teaches what, when and where particular courses are taught, who are the participating faculty members from both sides, payments to  be made by one university to the other, how and when the American university will assess the joint program’s effectiveness, etc. This type of agreement is usually closely scrutinized by American accreditation bodies.
Vietnamese and American universities that have signed this type of agreement are Troy University-Saigon Technology University, Northcentral University-University of Industry of HCMC, Houston Community College System-Saigon Tech, University of Missouri St. Louis-University of Economics and Finance of HCMC (UEF), and University of Houston and International University of HCMC (IU). While Troy, Northcentral and Houston award their degrees to students who study at these Vietnamese universities in Vietnam, Missouri-UEF and Houston-IU are 2+2 transfer programs.  
3. Academic Consulting Agreement, by its name is not an articulation agreement. It can be used by the American university to provide consulting services to the Vietnamese university to develop courses (of a given degree program) that are equivalent to those taught by and that will be readily accepted by the partner American university. Controls must be built in the agreement to assure the equivalency of the courses taught by the Vietnamese university. Although Vietnamese students can transfer all credits to the partner American university, there is guarantee that other American universities would accept them. Because this is a consulting agreement, it is less likely being scrutinized by the American partner’s accreditation body. 
Vietnamese and American universities that have signed this type of agreement are University of Houston-Clear Lake (UHCL)-Vietnam National University Center of International Education (CIE) and UHCL-University of Economics of HCMC. Vietnamese students in these programs can transfer their coursework (whose equivalency has been assured) to UHCL. 
4. Joint Statement is the simplest form of agreement when both universities already have very similar programs in place and want to voluntarily cooperate to achieve a common purpose – allowing Vietnamese students to transfer to a second American university with ease. Because this agreement loosely binds two universities, it is much less likely being scrutinized by the American partner’s accreditation body.  

Vietnamese and American universities that have signed this type of agreement are University of Houston-CIE, and University of Houston Victoria-UEF. These are pseudo 2+2 transfer programs. UH depends on UHCL to safeguard the equivalency of the courses being taught at CIE, and UHV depends on Missouri to safeguard the equivalency of the courses being taught at UEF.  
IV. Concluding Remarks

American college education is a dream of many but very expensive to an average Vietnamese family. To make it more affordable, academic alliances are formed so that credits are taught inexpensively by Vietnamese universities and can be transferred to American universities. Universities can form alliance using one of the three types of agreement: articulation, consulting and joint statement, each of which offers a different level of bonding between the two partnering universities and invites a different level of scrutiny from American accreditation bodies. Articulation offers the highest bonding and scrutiny while joint statement offers the least.  
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